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Name: Lorraine Vale

Business: LORRMANE G VALE
Position: Principal Designer
Where did you grow up? How long have you lived in

the area? | was born in Palo Alto, CA and grew up
inupstate New York. [ moved to Rl to attend Rhode
Island School of Design. | remained in RI after
graduating and started my design career prior to
moving here in 1999, My hasband, Rick, and [ were
fortunate enough to have been ahead of the influx
of people discovering the beauty of Charleston and
the Low Country. We ware able to experience and
fall in Jove with the southern pace of life. We moved
to Danbel Island in 2008 and instantly knew what a
wonderful life we could bulld for ourselves here.

Tetl us about the events that led up to where you are
now: While sttending RISD, | studied architecture
not realizing that [ would later use that education
in a second career. [ also studied light meetals which

led me to my first carver path in jowelry design

I started out &s a fine metals jewelry designer in
gold & silver but was hared into the fashion jows
elry industry as it proved to be more spoataneous,
ereative and fun. | spent & few years bullding my
portfolio froe-lance designing for vartous compas
nies, one of them belng Swarovski. 1 was then ofe
fored a position as a fallstime designer, and aftor &
fow years, [ was Head of Design, Jewelry Division,

Swarovski N. America.

What s your business and how/why did you start
your business? | am owner and Principal Designer
of LORRAINE G VALE. We are & design firm of.
foring the full spectrum of interfor design. We can
help with re-designing & whole house or & roam
with space planning for furniture placensent, paint
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colors, draperbes, bedding, soeessories, ate. | slso heve 1+ yoars
s & selections experis in new consirsction and renomations.

[ szarted my bosiness after building our omse. | was completaly
angrossed in the architeenure and floor planning of oor house. |
lorind ithe entire experince snd found 1 had the sldlls ard tslen io
tahies o pat @ home together from the planning stages. This was
the catelyst to oy seeond career path. | spent tiese gainkng & works
ieg kenowledge of the buskness, thes ventured oot on my own

Where are you lecated ! Wae have a comprobensive fabebe lbrary'
b apuierse Fighit harn o Dankel [sland ag 120 Biver Landing De.,
Suite 12C, one block wp fram the ARE & HOA. Liviag and works
i e Danke] Leland makes v conveniont for me snd my clionts,
Simce most of sy clionts are on Danie] Tsland, [ean be st e olioms
It GoF ik @bt b Bnalior of mEnted.

What is unigue about your business? | bring lomsents of croutive
iy and Enssggination to my work resalting in livable and usndess
stated interbora. | believe this is what makes my compasny and
desbgn aeathetbe stand apart. With soversl deskgn discdplines n
ey backgrownd, [ pull fram thae bneswledge o foramlate interests
ing and relevant nterioes 1o the benefit of my cllents.

What services do you provide? My flren offers an array of
services for residentisl, hosphtality, and commerclal propess
thas. Thiess ineludes apecifying artwork, ares rugs, accessaries,
custom windes snd loor coverings, forninere, oversll deskgn
concepls and forndture oot to name a fesw. In edditbon, [ am

. Bew constrnetion seleetion expert with & general idea of oo
struction procedores and scheduling, meking the sebection for
all owsnes items for bullders srd custom elents on thme snd n
budget. | abso offer consultation on architectural Mueprints snd
alerirbesl plan review

Harve ywou had any recognition for yowr work? We have been award
‘Bast of Houes" avaery yoar simee 2000, This swered is based on the
mirbar of tinses iy work hes been Hkod smd saved vo an idea

b b by winvers. Also contributiong to reesbving those awarnds is

tha 31 five star reviews 've recalved froen clients and eolleagnes.
I e also received & 100k + award from Houes thet indicates
o phate of a rosm hes been soved to more than 10,000 [dea
books. [am slso the recipient of 2 Exeellonce in Diskgn Awards
franm ASID. One for corporste ander T000sg ft and one for peis
vl residence under 35000sq L

What is most gratifying about what you do? Meost graiifying ia
stapping back after the bdr pictuse is hang, pillows are Soffed
and fresh Sowers sre arranged in the vase. Taboing it sl in and
saaing the joy and sometinees dishaliof on my cliont’s face at tha
iransformetion of thedir spees.

Giwven your business expertise and the natwre of what you do,
what advice can you offer to the residents? W have so many
faenilies moving oabo sor beamrifinl Elewi. Te alleviste some of
tha difficult dociabons, | wonld soggest eontacting LGY foe an age
semsment of your existing furnishings bafore yoo call the movers.
W provide & space planaing servies for the placesmont of vour
e atingg furmineee n your new hose. [othat proceas, we dogess
mbne what furmishings will, or will not fie bn yoor new hoose, We
sava you tiene as well as money, by bringing andy that furminere
that fts. Omn ssovesin dey, yoo will e egoipped with sur places
mait plin, knowing exactly where cach phice should go. Very
handy for whes the movers sl “whoese do you went this™?

In isope genorsl torea, i anyone is thinking showt hiving a deskgn
profesaional, do woeur research. Before contacting & designer,
google thes. If they are an establizshed interbor design profesaions
&, they shouold heve a webalte and a presence on other placforns.
This will ersble vou to detsrmine i this deskgner s right for wou
And basly, read thetr reviows.

To what do you attribube your swooessT As with any sarvica sk
ness, mine b reforral based. Kooping thet top of smind, during owre
indtial meeting, | Hsten as o client tells e why they are sealting
it hire am experienced nterior designer snd whet thebr goals

wre for thetr haomse. [ts beon sabd thet [ have an innate ability to
interprat the personsl stvle of ey clionts and tale that sesthetie
o the end. That, coapled with & simplifed process, makes for

an enjoyehle experienss and & very plonsed diest. My gosl is e
leave every homse with happy clieats. In the best sbuation, they
will then refer mse o thetr Préends snd family. Costomer servies is
& pure and simple way o bofd a suecessfil bosiness.
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